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MAX CRAKE — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [2.54 pm]: I would like to recognise the passing of Max Crake, who lost 
his fight with a rare form of cancer on Saturday, 8 June 2013 at 76 years of age. Max was well known to Labor 
Party members through his tireless work as membership officer at the thriving Subiaco branch from the early 
1970s through to the early 2000s. Max was responsible, through his belief and passion in the principles of social 
justice and the Labor movement, for convincing a range of people to join and become active Labor Party 
members. If anyone ever volunteered to hand out how-to-vote cards or showed even a vague interest in Labor 
politics, Max had them in his sights. Diana Warnock, the former member for Perth, told me she found his 
unfailing commitment to her campaigns invaluable. I understand Max was awarded life membership of the party 
for his work and dedication to a variety of campaigns over the years, as well as for his work to grow the 
membership. 

Despite challenges, Max never lost his faith in the Labor Party as the vehicle to give the best opportunity for all 
Western Australians to prosper. Even in his last weeks, he was exhorting those around him to carry forth his 
disagreement with the Tory press and to remind them, as he did regularly, to listen to parliamentary question 
time to gain a better grasp of the political landscape.  

Max’s commitment to social justice and activism was also demonstrated by his cultivation of the gardens outside 
the apartments across from the Beatty Park swimming pool. He ensured that the shared spaces were thriving, and 
gave residents pride in their accommodation. People could always identify Max’s apartment because his balcony 
flourished with greenery and flowers. 

Max will be remembered with great fondness by many. Indeed, as demonstrated by one of the messages in the 
obituaries, a long-time friend said of Max, “Who am I going to phone now to help me fix the world’s problems?” 
Rest in peace. 
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